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Abstract  
In the contemporary urbanized landscape, historic green spaces often represent the only continuous 
vegetation areas of significant scale within residential zones. With increasing urban density, historic 
parks and gardens in direct relation to housing are gaining importance as key nodes of public 
recreation and social interaction. This paper evaluates the functional integration of selected revitalized 
historic green spaces in Slovakia, focusing on the relationship between preserved historical values 
and current user demands. 
The study is based on the concept of “value tolerance”, understood as the balance between the 
preservation of historical composition and the accommodation of contemporary social and ecological 
needs. Through comparative spatial and functional analysis, the research examines the extent to 
which these spaces achieve a balance between landscape conservation and public recreation. By 
confronting original values with actual patterns of use, the study identifies key challenges in adapting 
cultural heritage to contemporary public space. The results highlight the potential of historic green 
spaces to function as high-quality components of urban green infrastructure, strengthening social 
resilience while preserving cultural identity. 
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Introduction 
Urbanization has intensified the importance of green spaces as key components of urban 
environments, influencing public health and environmental quality. As populations grow, the availability 
and structure of urban vegetation are shaped by processes driving both the loss and transformation of 
green infrastructure (Kondo et al., 2018; Chen et al., 2025). Urban green spaces provide essential 
ecosystem services, including climate regulation, air quality improvement, and biodiversity support, 
while contributing to the livability of residential areas (Vinczeová, Tóth, 2025; Bihuňová et al., 2021). 
They also support physical and mental health and social interaction, although their perception and use 
vary depending on spatial and socio-demographic factors (Veckalne, Saidkhodjaev, Tambovceva, 
2025; Li, Dong, 2025). The role of natural elements in shaping emotional responses further highlights 
their importance (Yi et al., 2025). 
Urban landscapes represent systems integrating natural, cultural, and social values that shape place 
identity and support diverse uses (Halajová et al., 2016; Kristianova, Štěpánková, 2012). Historically 
significant environments contribute to urban identity and strengthen residents’ sense of belonging 
(Zhang et al., 2024), particularly in historically significant green spaces, which often represent the only 
continuous green areas of substantial scale within residential structures. Unlike contemporary parks, 
many historic sites originally fulfilled economic, symbolic, or representational roles (Bowen, 2013; 
Tóth, 2021). Over time, they have undergone functional transformation to accommodate recreational 
use while preserving their historical values and unique natural structures, such as mature trees 
(Fröhlich et al., 2024; Ouyang et al., 2024). 
Historic parks and gardens link spatial and vegetative features with social practices and collective 
memory. Their significance has enabled their preservation as components of green infrastructure, yet 
their integration into planning remains challenging due to complex and often conflicting heritage values 
(Saratsi, White, Holyoak, 2016). This challenge is particularly evident in Slovakia and Central Europe, 
where historic parks and manor landscapes form a characteristic component of settlement structures. 
In regions such as Nitra, these spaces are frequently under-maintained or insufficiently integrated into 
contemporary environments (Kubišta, Supuka, 2005). Landscape architecture reflects the interactions 
between aesthetic, ecological, and socio-economic processes that shape cultural landscapes 
(Supuka, Billiková, 2018). 
Increasing pressure on these spaces highlights the tension between recreation and landscape 
protection, which recent approaches address through multifunctional planning strategies (Tóth et al., 
2014). At the same time, broader urban transformations often lead to the commodification of heritage 
environments (Ercan, 2025). Despite growing research, the post-revitalization performance of historic 
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green spaces in residential contexts remains insufficiently explored, especially in Central and Eastern 
Europe. This paper evaluates the functional integration of selected revitalized historic green spaces in 
Slovakia, focusing on the relationship between historical composition and current user demands. 
Using the concept of value tolerance, it examines how these spaces balance landscape conservation 
with public recreation. 
 
Material and methods 
The research examines a sample of 30 historical parks and gardens in Slovakia, listed as National 
Cultural Monuments (NKP) or heritage-protected objects. The selection criterion was a completed 
comprehensive restoration within the last 20 years, reflecting contemporary approaches to integrating 
heritage into the urban fabric. The methodology employs qualitative functional classification to assess 
site adaptation within the urban context. Based on operational analysis, sites were classified into four 
categories by their dominant function (user-oriented function): 
    A. Cultural-representative – prioritizing heritage presentation, tourism, and official functions. 
    B. Intensive recreational – areas adapted for active and passive leisure with high infrastructure 
density. 
    C. Commercial-residential – historical greenery serving as a backdrop for private accommodation 
and gastronomic services. 
    D. Educational-social – sites integrated into educational, healthcare, or social service complexes. 
 
Results 
The analysis of 30 selected historical landscape architecture sites in Slovakia restored after 2006 
(Tab. 1) demonstrates a diverse range of functional integration into contemporary urban fabrics . Their 
spatial distribution (Fig. 1) reflects a nationwide trend toward heritage revitalization, where value 
tolerance—the capacity of a site to accommodate new uses without degrading its historical essence—
emerges as a decisive factor for successful restoration. 
The primary findings, based on the dominant user-oriented functions, are as follows: 

 Intensive recreational function (43%, 13 objects): This represents the most frequent category 
within the sample. These areas, situated in direct proximity to residential zones, have been 
successfully transformed into key nodes of public life. The high prevalence suggests that the 
spatial tolerance of these sites is substantial, as they have effectively integrated modern 
infrastructure—such as playgrounds and urban furniture—while preserving their fundamental 
historical character. 

 Cultural-representative function (37%, 11 objects): Comprising 11 sites, this category focuses 
on the presentation of monumental heritage values and tourism. In these locations, functional 
tolerance is lower; the priority remains the preservation of authenticity, which naturally limits 
the scope of invasive activities in favor of passive recreation and official functions. 

 Commercial-residential function (13%, 4 objects): Represented by 4 sites, this model 
manifests value tolerance through a strategic balance between private economic interests and 
the preservation of the historic genius loci. In these cases, the historical greenery provides a 
high-quality functional and aesthetic backdrop for private hospitality services. 

 Educational-social function (7%, 2 objects): The smallest group (2 sites) demonstrates a 
specialized form of functional adaptation where the historical environment serves as a 
framework for educational, healthcare, or social service processes. 

The research confirms that restoration processes since 2006 have shifted the focus of historic parks 
from purely symbolic or private representational roles toward multifunctional public assets. A key 
observation is that the degree of value tolerance is not static; it increases in correlation with the 
proximity to residential urban structures. The identified models indicate that historical sites are no 
longer isolated monuments with heritage value, but active social spaces and resilient components of 
contemporary urban green infrastructure. 
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Tab. 1: Overview of analysed objects of historical landscape architecture in Slovakia restored after 
2006 
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Discussion 
Research findings confirm that historical landscape architecture sites are integral to urban structures, 
with their post-2006 functional transformation reflecting contemporary user needs. The dominance of 
intensive recreational functions suggests these spaces are vital public hubs capable of meeting the 
demand for high-quality outdoor environments within urbanized landscapes. A significant point of 
discussion is the large number of unaddressed historical sites in Slovakia, many of which lack formal 
heritage protection. This "grey zone" holds substantial potential for urban development; the absence of 
strict protection may paradoxically allow for more innovative uses, including commercial-residential 
models or specialized social support systems.  
However, the objective should remain the perception of historical values as added value that 
enhances location attractiveness for both residents and investors. The core theme remains value 
tolerance—determining where functional adaptation ends and the degradation of historical essence 
begins. Historical values, including compositional axes and biotic elements, should be viewed as a 
framework for new functions rather than a hindrance to development. Supporting these sites through 
public and private resources is essential for preserving cultural identity and providing ecosystem and 
social services. Effective management of historical greenery requires a sensitive balance: utilizing 
these assets for public benefit while strictly respecting their historical integrity. 
 
Conclusion 
Historical landscape architecture sites represent an irreplaceable goldmine of potential for enhancing 
the quality of life within contemporary urban fabrics. The analysis of 30 selected sites restored after 
2006 clearly demonstrates that thoughtful functional integration provides profound added value, 
transforming historical greenery into a fundamental pillar of urban resilience. The 43% dominance of 
recreational functions confirms that even heritage-protected areas can successfully absorb high urban 
pressures when value tolerance is strategically established. This approach ensures that monuments 
do not remain static relics of the past but instead become vibrant, living components of the modern 
city. 
Simultaneously, it is necessary to advocate for the intensified restoration of additional historical parks 
and gardens in Slovakia that currently remain in poor condition. Their untapped social and ecological 
potential should not be viewed as a burden, but as a strategic opportunity for settlement development. 
The successful adaptation of the studied sites serves as a powerful argument for prioritizing historical 
greenery in urban planning as fundamental components of green infrastructure. These sites are 
apable of providing a wide range of ecosystem services—from microclimate regulation to supporting 
social cohesion and the mental well-being of residents. 
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Ultimately, working with cultural heritage demands a visionary equilibrium between preserving 
historical values and meeting contemporary social demands. Properly managed and professionally 
executed restoration is not merely an act of respecting history; it is, above all, a bold investment in a 
resilient and attractive future. This research confirms that when restoration is approached with 
methodological precision, cultural heritage and modern urban life can exist in a productive symbiosis. 
This mutual link not only enhances the quality of the living environment but also preserves the unique 
cultural narrative of our country for future generations. 
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Souhrn 
Článek analyzuje funkční integraci historické zeleně do soudobých obytných struktur měst na příkladu 
30 revitalizovaných lokalit na Slovensku. Výzkum prokazuje, že tyto plochy nejsou pouze 
památkovými relikty, ale klíčovými pilíři sociální interakce a kulturní identity, přičemž dominantní (43 
%) je jejich intenzivní rekreační využití. Hlavním přínosem práce je aplikace konceptu „value 
tolerance“ (tolerance hodnot), který definuje míru přípustné funkční adaptace bez degradace 
historické podstaty díla. Výsledky naznačují, že správně manažovaná obnova zvyšuje odolnost 
městského prostředí a kvalitu života obyvatel. Práce zároveň apeluje na systémovou revitalizaci 
doposud opomíjených areálů, které představují strategickou investici do udržitelného rozvoje sídel a 
zachování kontinuity kulturní krajiny. 
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