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TRANSFORMATIONS OF COTTAGE GARDENS
FROM A BEEKEEPER'S PERSPECTIVE
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Abstrakt

Venkovska zahrada je lidmi upraveny pozemek kolem venkovské chalupy s uméle vysa-
zenou vegetacl a dekorativnimi, ale funkénimi doplnky. Z hlediska vcel bylo druhové
slozeni péstovanych rostlin ve venkovskych zahradach v minulosti priznivé. Z pohledu
vCelaiského nabizeji soucasné venkovské zahrady vcelam i dalSimu opylujicimu hmyzu
mnohem mensi $kdlu nektarodarnych a pylodarnych rostlin. Roste nabidka cizokrajnych,
unés neptivodnich rostlin. Trendem jsou tzv. beztidrzbové zahrady s minimalnim zastou-
penim kvetoucich kvétin, tedy pro v€ely naprosto nevhodné prostredi. Zmény venkov-
skych zahrad jsou popisovany na zakladé vlastntho pozorovani autorky c¢lanku, kterd
je zaroven vcelarka a ucitelka vcelarstvi v oboru VCeli pastva a Vcela a zivotni prostiedi,
a na zdkladé dotaznikového Setfeni mezi studenty SOU vcelarského v Nasavrkach.
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Abstract

A cottage garden is a piece of land around a country cottage, cultivated by humans, with
artificially planted vegetation and decorative but functional accessories. From the point of
view of bees, the species composition of cultivated plants in cottage gardens was favorable
in the past. From the point of view of beekeeping, current cottage gardens offer bees and
other pollinating insects a much smaller range of nectar-bearing and pollen-bearing plants.
The range of exotic, non-native plants in our country is growing. The trend is so-called
maintenance-free gardens with a minimal representation of flowering flowers, i.e. an
environment completely unsuitable for bees. The changes in cottage gardens are described
based on the author of the article, who is also a beekeeper and a beekeeping teacher in the
field of Beekeeping and Bees and the Environment, and based on a questionnaire survey
among students of the Secondary Vocational School of Beekeeping in Nasavrky.
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TEXT

Venkovska zahrada je lidmi upraveny pozemek kolem venkovské chalupy s uméle vysazenou
vegetaci a dekorativnimi, ale funkénimi doplnky. Venkovska zahrada je typicka barevnosti. Je
to razovity rustikalni styl zahrady, ktery pouziva neformalni design, tradi¢ni materialy, husté
vysadby. Venkovska zahrada vétSinou zahrnuje predzahradku, kterd prechdz{ v rzné siroky
pés kolem domu, aby nakonec vyustila v zahradu za domem, kterd ponejvice slouzila jako
ovocny sad. V minulosti ve venkovské zahradé prevazovala ¢ast uzitkova a tzv. jedla zahrada.

Zcela béznou a prirozenou soucasti venkovské zahrady byla v minulosti vCelstva. Med
byl ¢asto jedinym dostupnym sladidlem a véeli vosk byl vysoce cenén pro vyrobu svici. Uly
(v daleké minulosti ¢asto drevéné klaty nebo slaméné uly, pozdé€ji dfevéné uly) se umistovaly
do tichych koutl zahrady, ¢asto pod ovocné stromy, které vcely na jare opylovaly. Zemédélci
a zahradkari si byli védomi, Ze vCely jsou nezbytné pro vysokou urodu ovoce (tfe$ng, jabloné,
Svestky). V¢elareni bylo ¢asto konickem celych generaci a vcely byly vnimany jako symbol
pilnosti a Cistoty i symbolem zdravého zivotniho prostredi a uzkého sepéti ¢lovéka s prirodou.

Druhové slozeni péstovanych rostlin ve venkovskych zahradach v minulosti bylo pro v¢ely
priznivé. Na predzahradce hospodyneé péstovaly byliny a polévkové koreni, uprostred byvala
jabllnka. V ovocném sadu rostly staré odriidy jabloni, hrusni, tresné. U plotu byvaly lisky
a ore$aky. Z drobného ovoce byly na zahradach rybizy, angresty, maliny a ostruziny. VSechny
uvedené druhy jsou pro vcely velmi vyznamnym zdrojem pastvy. Vesmés se jednalo o rost-
liny Celedi hluchavkovité (Lamiaceae) — Salvej, medurika, mata, dobromysl, bukvice 1ékarska,
materidouska, srde¢nik obecny, jablecnik, yzop, bazalka), rGzovité (Rosaceae) — riize Sipkova,
malinik, ostruzinik, jahodnik, ovocné stromy, slézovité (Malvaceae) - sléz, lipa). Mnohé z téchto
rostlin jsou rovnéz rostliny 1é¢ivé, hojné vyuzivané v lidovém lécitelstvi.

Z vcelatrského hlediska byly péstované druhy stromd, keti i bylin velmi ptiznivé a pivodni
venkovské zahrady poskytovaly vcelam celkem rozmanitou vceli pastvu, tj. soubor rostlin,
které poskytuji v€eldm nektar a pyl a pripadné medovici.

Jako prakticky vSechno, tak i venkovské zahrady se proménuji v ¢ase, méni se jak jejich archi-
tektonické pojeti, tak i vyznam, a v souvislosti s tim i zastoupeni rostlin, a to jak dfevin, tak ket
i bylin. Dlvodem je zména stylu Zivota venkovskych obyvatel, vylidiiovani venkova, naopak
osidlovani priméstskych vesnic méstskymi obyvateli, Sirokd nabidka ovoce a zeleniny v obcho-
dech, nedostatek Casu, ale i lenost. Z prevazneé uzitkovych a jedlych se venkovské zahrady méni
na zahrady okrasné. Trendem jsou tzv. bezudrzbové zahrady s minimdlnim zastoupenim
kvetoucich kvétin. Prevazuji jehlicnany, rododendrony, okrasné kete. Typicky je na kratko stie-
zeny travnik bez jakychkoliv kvetoucich rostlin. Zivé ploty jsou nej¢astéji tvofeny tijemi.

TEXT

A cottage garden is a man-made plot of land around a country cottage with artificially planted
vegetation and decorative but functional accessories. A cottage garden is typically colorful.
It is a distinctive rustic garden style that uses informal design, traditional materials, and
dense plantings. A cottage garden usually includes a front garden that transitions into a belt
of varying width around the house, eventually leading to a garden behind the house, which
mostly served as an orchard. In the past, the cottage garden was dominated by a utilitarian
and so-called edible garden.

In the past, bee colonies were a common and natural part of a cottage garden. Honey
was often the only sweetener available, and beeswax was highly valued for candle making.
Beehives (in the distant past, often wooden logs or straw hives, later wooden hives) were
placed in quiet corners of the garden, often under fruit trees, which the bees pollinated in the
spring. Farmers and gardeners were aware that bees were essential for a high harvest of fruit
(cherries, apples, plums). Beekeeping was often a hobby for entire generations, and bees were
perceived as a symbol of diligence and purity, as well as a symbol of a healthy environment
and a close connection between man and nature.
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The species composition of cultivated plants in cottage gardens in the past was favorable
for bees. In the front garden, housewives grew herbs and soup spices, in the middle there
was an apple tree. In the orchard there were old varieties of apples, pears and cherry trees.
There were hazel and walnut trees by the fence. Of the small fruits in the gardens, there
were currants, gooseberries, raspberries and blackberries. All the listed species are a very
important source of pasture for bees. They were mostly plants of the Lamiaceae family (sage,
lemon balm, mint, sage, common beech, thyme, common heartwort, apple tree, hyssop, basil),
Rosaceae (rosehip, raspberry, blackberry, strawberry, fruit trees), Malvaceae (mallow, lime).
Many of these plants are also medicinal plants, widely used in folk medicine.

From a beekeeping point of view, the cultivated species of trees, shrubs and herbs were
very favorable and the original cottage gardens provided bees with a diverse bee pasture, i.e.
a set of plants that provide bees with nectar and pollen and possibly honeydew.

Like practically everything, cottage gardens change over time, both their architectural
concept and their meaning change, and in connection with this, the representation of plants,
both woody plants, shrubs and herbs. The reason is the change in the lifestyle of rural resi-
dents, the depopulation of the countryside, in contrast, the settlement of suburban villages
by city dwellers, a wide range of fruits and vegetables in shops, lack of time, but also lazi-
ness. Cottage gardens are changing from mainly utilitarian and edible to ornamental gardens.
The trend is so-called maintenance-free gardens with a minimal representation of flowe-
ring flowers. Conifers, rhododendrons, ornamental shrubs predominate. A short-kept lawn
without any flowering plants is typical. Hedges are most often made of thuja.

VYSLEDKY

Z pohledu vcelarského nabizeji soucasné venkovské zahrady vCeldm i dalSimu opylujicimu
hmyzu mnohem mens$i Skalu nektarodarnych a pylodarnych rostlin. Roste nabidka cizokraj-
nych u nas neptivodnich rostlin. Mnohé kvetouci rostliny jsou plnokvété, pro opylujici hmyz
ale bezcenné. Ekologicky smysSlejici zahradkari a chalupari vysévaji smési kvetoucich luk, ale
celkové je nabidka pastvy méneé pestra.

DalSi promény zahrad 1ze predpokladat s postupem klimatické zmeny.

RESULTS

From a beekeeping perspective, contemporary country gardens offer bees and other pollina-

ting insects a much smaller range of nectar-bearing and pollen-bearing plants. The supply of

exotic plants that are not native to our country is growing. Many flowering plants are full-

-flowered, but worthless in pollinating insects. Ecologically minded gardeners and cottagers

sow mixtures of flowering meadows, but overall, the range of pastures is less diverse.
Further changes in gardens can be expected as climate change progresses.
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